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“It is in no wise agreeable, that during a visit to my native land, any 
portion of the time devoted to that purpose should be employed in contro- 
yersial writing 5 or in making an exposure of the general condition of 
Friends” in the land of my ‘adoption, with respect to their adherence in 
‘practice to those principles,—Christian in their origin and philanthropic in 
heir effect,—denominated Anti-Slavery. Yet a desire accompanies, my 
mind, that where duty points the way for the furtherance of the cause. of 
human rights, I may be found therein at whatever sacrifice. This little wor rk, 
| in its present form, might not have appeared, had Charles Tyler, one of the 
Editors of “ The London Friend,” admitted to its columns my remarks on 
the leading article in the fourth number of that periodical. I would that 
‘the London editors (or censors of the press) who, it is reported, are of 
‘the first standing in society, were similar to those of ‘** The British Friend,” 
who, like the ‘Bereans, ‘search whether those things are so,” and freely 
-adinitted Some strictures of mine on the article in question, to which stric- 
tures thou art referred for further information. 
’ The first article of the following series is the letter rejected by one of the 
“London editors, with the information (and it was the only reason assigned) 
that he “*must decline inserting the letter in The Friend.” It remains to be 
seen what ground he or the reputed editor will occupy; but I apprehend if 
i they do not define their position, or if they continue to shut out the light of 
ree discussion, the days of, that publication are numbered. 
“The second article speaks for itself; yet it gene be right to state that the 
parties whose names are signed to it, ave three ‘ worthy friends;’ the two 
first 1 were members of the “Meeting for Sufferings of Indiana Yearly Meet- 
| ing, and were expelled therefrom without any reason being assigned. The 
rd is an ancient friend, with whom I am personally acquainted. I believe 
‘the first forty years of his life were spent in Slave states, and he ascribes his 
_eScape from the soul-blighting influence of the pro-slavery spirit, to’ his 
haying removed to reside within the limits of Indiana Yearly Meeting. I'd 
lis friend is committed an excellent gift in the ministry, the exercise of 
which has caused him to travel extensively ; and at all times, when so 
engaged, to the comfort and satisfaction of his friends, and particularly so 
to those of other denominations who have attended his “ public meetings. 
rom the moral worth of these friends, all cr edence may justly be afforded to 
‘their statements. | 
“The third and last article is the Declaration of Indiana Anti- eke: 
Yearly Meeting, for which I ask a careful and prayerful perusal, remarking 
th nat 1 have used the freedom to italicise some portions of it.. Its publica- 
tion, as well as that of the private letter of my three friends, is under taken 
‘solely on my own responsibility. 

- In conclusion, permit me to call thy serious attention to the following ‘quo- 
tations. The first is from the Epistle of Anti-slavery Friends of Indiana, 
addressed to the London Yearly Meeting :— 

_ “We earnestly desire that our dear brethren of your Yearly Meeting may not 
_ be misled by the specious but absurd objection, that circumstances in the two 
| Couutries render it right for Friends in England to join in the Anti-slavery 
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these cases were in a “peculiarly trying situation.” Were 
they then dumb? No; in the latter case, society was aroused, 
for Friends in England, Ireland, Scotland, and America saw 
eye to eye, and raised means in each country to redeem their 
brethren in religious profession, and so it would be again, 
were only two or three “riends” held in bondage by some 
cruel task-masters, and doubtless, all the powers of the different 
courts of the world that could be prevailed on to act, would be 
importuned to aid and assist in their liberation, and justly so; 
but I want to know are the gushing sympathies of our common 
nature to flow only for our fellow members of religious society ¢ 
Did not the Almighty create all men? Did not the Redeemer 
buy us all with his precious blood? Are not all men brethren? 
Then if we feel and act aright for the few, how ought Ameri- 


can friends to feel and act for and towards nearly three mil- 


lions of their fellow heirs, created for happiness on earth, and 
never ending bliss in the world to come? Are they to be 
restrained,—can they be restrained from doing that which “is 
lawful and right,” because the Hicksites or Separatists ,are 
charged with acting “injudiciously and violently?”, Are Friends 
to be frightened from their posts of duty, and it may be, of 
sore conflict, by the alarm of “endangering our peaceable 
principles, by uniting with political abolitionists”? . Are not 
Friends in America as well as elsewhere, interested in politics ; 
and do they not, carry out their biases in that respect? If 
Friends in Indiana are not, what could induce the Clerk of 
Indiana Yearly Meeting to take Henry Clay to the First-day- 
morning meeting, while he was travelling on an electioneering 
campaign, and his being placed in. the ministers’ gallery ¢ 
What, I ask, could induce a Yearly Meeting, to admit, ar fo 
suffer such. an.,outrage on Quaker decency, as, was that; of 
allowing a slaveholder, to say nothing of his duelling or gamb- 
ling. propensities, to sit in their gallery, except for political 
capital? ‘After the close of the meeting, men and women, 
ministers and elders, gathered round him in the ministers’: gal- 
lery, giving the strongest evidence, by their introductions and 


salutations, of the high estimation in which they held him; he, 


in return, taking care to return the. compliment, with all the 
etiquette for which he is famed.” Where is, the spirit,,and 
testimony of our forefatbers,in the truth? .1 would that the 
spirit of Benezet.and Woolman could be. heard to answer the 
interrogatory.;. such a sight, methinks, is, enough to: make 
angels weep and devils. laugh, and sober Christians, say,of us 
as.asociety,, “ Ichabod! Ichabod!.,.The glory is departed!” «. , 

I think I see the cause of the cry of “wolf, wolf,”, when no 
such destroying beast is near, the fold, and if I mistake not, it 
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is put forth as a feeler against the coming Yearly Meeting, to 
prejudice the minds of Friends in this land : against those Friends 
in the State of Indiana, who are acting consistently with their 
Christian profession ; and I am distressed to know it has had 
the effect of inducing some Friends hastely to conclude, that we 
(meaning English Friends) cannot acknowledge them by re- 
ceiving their epistle. I wish to ask such to take a “sober 
second thought,” and weigh both sides of this deeply interesting 
question, as in the balance of the sanctuary,.and I fear not. the 
result on the general question, nor on the “ prudence and sound 
discretion exercised by Yearly Meetings, which have refused to 
have their meeting houses open for abolition lectures, lest the 
mob might materially injure if not destroy the meeting houses.” 

The authority of “The Friend” among its British readers may 
not be questioned, and an horror may be created at the idea of 
orthodox Friends associating with Hicksites, who, it is said, are 
guilty of “ injudicious and violent proceedings.” Supposing this 
to be all true, (but to the best of my knowledge it has no foun- 
dation in truth,) I ask if it be not a loud and imperative call on 
our Society that our standing should be apparent, that all men 
should know our position, the more especially when we are com- 
plimented by Henry Clay and other Slave-holders, Ex-President 
Martin Van Buren and other apologists of Slavery. In some 
sense it may be correct that the Hicksites are injudicious as 
relates to their endeavours to promote the abolition of Slavery, 
I apprehend they set up no claim to infallibility: show them 
a more excellent way, and I answer for it they will pursue it, 
but do not attempt by sectarianism to narrow the Anti-Slavery 
platform. American abolitionists, those who are “sound to 
the core,” want it broad enough and wide enough that all 
“(wearing the human face divine” may stand and act upon it, 
leaving each one to settle with his conscience and his Maker 
all; theological questions. I am induced to ask how dare any 
one on this side of the Atlantic, to charge the Hicksites or Se- 
paratists with being an Anti-Slavery body; for surely the im- 
putation is implied in the article under review. Without any 
hesitancy do I aver it is a libel on them; and if the doctrine 
of Ellenborough, the late Chief Justice of England, be correct, 
that “the greater the truth; the greater the libel”—then the 
charge is a montrosity, and the editors ought to retract a charge, 
which, should it be generally known in America, would cause 
grief to the body of persons thus libelled. The Hicksite Yearly 
Meetings of Baltimore, Indiana, Ohio, and New York, and per- 
haps their other Yearly Meetings, furnish too abundant evidence 
that they have departed fromthe faith and works of love of 
early Friends, so far as regards the question of inviolability of 

BQ 


8 Letter from James Cannings Fuller’ 


man’s self ownership, and the rights ‘and duties of “our eoloured 
brethren. The Hicksite Monthly Meeting of New York dis- 
owned three of its members for their adhereiuel te sound Anti- 


Slavery principles: one of'them, Charles Marriott, with whom. 


for personal worth few can compare e and none excel 3" the other, 
Tsaac Ts: Hopper, a champion in their ‘cause, and: ‘athe was first 


and foremost at the time of the separation, and thet Pgh active. 


in conducting and directing’ subsequent Jaw suitsio"' To the 
satisfaction of his eoadjiitors: “did he display his’ abilities and det 
votedness to'serve Hicksism, ‘and’ as’'some acknowledgment, 
T have heardsthey presented: him with one thousand dollars; 

money hard-earned I'should say, in every sense of the’ word. 
Just’ let cus! see what, that’ body swallows as gospel: ministry. 
The ‘chief satellite in Rose-street meeting,” in’ New York’ city, 
oftentimes’ indulges’in such as this when speaking of abolition: 
ists and Anti- Slavery lecturers,“ servants of the devil,”  émi- 
saries’ of Satan,”.“ hypocrites,” “ blasphemers,” “coming out 


ot the bottomless. pit,” &e. «“1fany of you are ¢onnected with 


these Anti-Slavery and’ Temperance lectures and’ associations 
that are moving about like troubled! waters,” leaving their filth 


and slime behind themion the earth,—leave then * God ‘is’ not. | 


withthem.. And bye and bye, all these preachers and Teeturéts 
will become more diseusting than the poor miserable drunkard 
lyinovin the kennel? ‘And ‘T ean believe that ifit were possible 
to rake up, and! bring forth all the corrupt dead ‘that be buried 
beneatheancient Baby ‘lon, and all the’ rotten and corrupt catcases 
that’ perished at’ Sodom and Gomorrah; they would be ‘received 
With open arms-as associates, “and hailed as! ‘worthy ose ATutes 
$e ‘eo-workérs in their ri ghteousness, as! they: térin it Ion 


& Ave these'the people who “advocate the abolition catise with | 
direlit zéal, and ‘are rie judicious and peer itt shiek Anti: Slaver is | 


proceedings” ? ff » dows ony 


As tothe fear dxprolvea be ‘Bviedds “ rivitis viet: «sipolitidal 
abolitionists,” do let the readérs of The Friend” and tho Se with | 


whom Tam ‘asso¢iated in America, havea homily on the’ sub- 


jeét, and should not all your ‘powers be exhausted 6n it,do favor 
us ‘With your views, as well as’those of ‘the ‘society,’ (if it’ ever 


expressed any) onthe dangér and impropriety of“ Friends” 
mixing or~ associating with others in the way of" ‘trade or come 


merce? 6 OF is’all théfear appe ended ‘to associating’ with’ benevo- 
lént individuals, i! promoting endeavours’ that have a tendency | 
to ‘ameliorate | human suffering, eat: colsequently. to promote 


human’ happiness? ov. Dean OdO .BcaBibak StoOmmiis lo eemnitool 
ThE English Py fens Halve for sotten what’ their’ forefathers’ did, 


‘do just tell: them that the first * potitiéal effort that’ was" made in| 
ities ou {the Slive trde and Slaver ¥§ (6 the’ honor’ of the | 
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principles held by Friends,) was made by the Yearly Meeting, 
when it petitioned the British legislature (1. think) :in:1783 or 
1785. And did it not in 1831, or thereabout;) call on its mem- 
Ders to unite with their: philanthropic neighbours, to. endeavour 
to obtain from Parliament am amelioration of the ¢riminal code, 
and the abolition of ;West India Slaverysi::Ltcocannot bei pos- 
sible that Friends in this land repudiate such doings ;:if they do, 
is there not femal cause to fear padi candlestick is removed out 
of its place ?. ) 

-1 Does not. the: article. under review Palate abia mst one of the 
‘most noble‘testimonies the; Christian can’ be ‘called:to bear — 
‘idelity to truth and principle, leaving consequences in the hands 
of Him without whose knowledge a sparrow does not fall to the 
gnound.2;-From, whence doés the « prudence” come; that closes 
HPriends’meeting-houses: against - abolition :lecttires ?> From 
whence, whenit closes them against our own members, who, under 
wesense of religious duty, ask for the loan of them, to introduce 
to the notice and regard of the community, the woes and suffer- 
imgs:of insulted humanity borne by the outraged: Slave ?::Is it 
from heaven or beneath? Are our meeting houses more) pre’ 
cious than truth?) 1s any mecting-house more précious than my 
body 2 Kor it seems» the:imod’ might injure the housé;, and the 
article in question calls it “(sound discretion,” to see that: by no 
means our | méeting-houses should, be) injured.) Why-did) it not 
express some;sympathy: for those who.can and do:trust)in a pre- 
serving, Power; knowing that they: have to face and endure the 
doings: of; a: pro- slavery mob,\ andi jeopardize, as: LE have ‘done, 
not. only; property but lifeialso. ‘And I:rejoice to know there are 
many others alike circuimstanced,: who have withstood: ‘and will 
withstand, ;Slaveryoand its:niinions.' To whom: can we look 
among; men forsdsindness ;and sympathy;! when our) British 
“Briends”, shall» repudiate their: oldyprinciples ‘and, practicés— 
the former beings an emanation ‘from; Heaven's: high Conirt, 
whose Judge has so) ethinently, blessed the latter ?) 

pnt coriclusion, with respect tothe idea of: ageneral Scmeeacn 
a American Friends im Philadelphia, or New York, toform an 
Association of the Members of our Relizious Society exclusively, 
and that the (Parent Society should be located inthe former, 
from whence all publications relating to: Slavery shouldbe dis- 
tributed. to itssauxiliaries:in other Yearly Meetings, eacept those 
in the Slave States, for the purpose of creating:achatinel or-safety 
valve, =surely the writer of »this.-mustibe a Philadelphian, and 
his steam.up to.its highest pressure.- A safety valve for Friends ! 
what an idea! perfectly original—as much: 'so’as thé’ construc- 
tion, of-the-ZErial machine yond L\prophesy, Friends’-zeal! in 
‘Americawill neyer endanger, their bursting.oEhey;stand inno 
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need of a“ safety valve,” but need adding more fuel, and yet 
more and ‘more, until they shall arise and shine in the splendour. 
and brightness our Heavenly ‘Father, I believe, designed they 
should. | Anti-slavery: Friends in) America dare not put this 
eause.of God and humanity to nurse, or to be cradled in any 
eity in the Union, much less that of Philadelphia ; it: is too far 
southtoo: near Mason’s: and: Dixon's line to have the cause 
cared for and: cherished : for assured: I am, that Moses ‘in his | 
bulrush cradle was more secure from harm, either of the waters 
of the Nile or the crocodiles therein,: than would be the Anti- | 
Slavery cause, if left to the controul or management: of Friends | 
in Philadelphia; forit would, with their nursing, soon die of 
depletion, ‘starvation, or neglect. Yet, doubtless, there a few | 
sound hearts in that city among Friends. I-would say, rather 
let-it. be‘cradled)in our back-woods, and among an unsophisti- 
eated and an uncorrupted péople—if such we have; if not, let 
each Friend fearlessly and faithfully perform the saty, necrayet. : 
him ‘by our Creator. 
[am informed Friends in Philadelphia could join in thé: 
“Tippecanoe and Tyler too” processions of 1840; but when the 
new Constitution of Pennsylvania was offered fot acceptance to 
the inhabitants of that State, with the word ehite introduced 
into it, whereby the coloured people were to be disfranchised, 
Friends, as a body, had: they chosen so'to do, might have pre- 
vented such an act of gross injustice being perpetrated, and thus 
preserved to the coloured citizen his right to vote at elections ; 
yet Friends, as: Iwas told, supinely staid away from the’ ballot 
box; and thus tacitly permitted about 40,000 coloured citizens 
to be robbed of the elective franchise.’ It may be well to remark, 
that inthe city of Philadelphia alone the coloured people have 
fifteen. churches, »which, with their halls; are: worth 172,000 
dollars; they have thirty-four ministers, seventeen first-day 
schools, a public library of five hundred volumes, besides about 
nine thousand: in’private libraries, and have tract, bible, and 
temperance societies; and they contribute to oh be) funds 
for the poor more than they receive back in alms. | 
I have tried to be brief, and to compress as sala as paket bts ; 
and have not given my views in half the breadth I should like 
to have done, and which «the subject demands; but'‘supposing 
your columns are crowded with other CORN ae I sub- 
staid myself your friend, 
. JAMES CANNINGS FULLER, 
Skaneateles, State of New falas » en 
. Bristol, ‘Fourth,Month 19th, 1843. ¢ pik 
P.S:—I desire to state the following: fact, in’ answer to the 
work of supererogation that it would: be, to inform Friends of 
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Great Britain that those in America feel a deep sympathy with 
the oppressed Negroes held in bondage. In Indiana Yearly 
Meeting Ilearn “it isa notorious fact, that the leaders of the 
Society generally, and all those who unite with the proceedings 
of the Body, as scrupulously avoid an’ Anti-slavery meeting as 
they would the theatre or the. ball-room’;” ‘and that “very 
many in the foremost ranks are decidedly opposed to assisting | 
fugitive slaves, and the Committee on the concerns of the people 
of colour; in one’ Quarterly Meeting, came to the judgment that 
they would not assist in educating the children of a coloured 
family, because their parents were fugitives from Slavery.” Is 
not this almost. beyond belief? Will) London Yearly Meeting 
correspond with a Yearly Meeting in whose borders such things 
are done ? It remains to be seen whether it will do so, or 
whether it will give or withhold the right hand of fellowship from 
those who have set up another Yearly Meeting, growing out of 
the circumstance that they have pursued the line of conduct 
recommended by it; and in accordance with all the dictates of 
Christianity and humanity. | 
Ot JAMES CANNINGS FULLER. 


LETTER FROM THREE FRIENDS OF INDIANA. 


Newport, Indiana, Wayne County, 
s Third Month 13th, 1843. 
JAMES C. FULLER, 

EsTEEMED FrienpD,—We have been favored with the 
perusal of a letter recently written by thee to Levi Coffin ; 
from which we learn thy intention of being in England by 
the: 23d of this month, and remaining till after the great 
Anti-Slavery Convention. 

Agreeably to thy request, we forward to thee the printed 
minutes of our Yearly Meeting of Anti-Slavery Friends, 
and request thee to’ use them so as to bring the contents as 
much. possible before Friends, previous to the ensuing 
Yearly Meeting. We also desire thee to use thy influence 
and knowledge of facts, for the purpose of correcting any 
unfavorable impressions that have been, or may be made on 
the minds of English Friends, with regard to our proceed~- 
ings in this country. All we desire is, that they may not be 
imposed upon by the misrepresentation of our opposers, and 
that they may have a clear understanding of the deleterious 
influence of the action of the Society on the Anti-Slavery 
“cause. We have been encouraged from time to time in our 
“Anti-Slavery labors, by the advice and example of ‘our 
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tfansatlantie: ; Friends 3 o0and)ivins consequénce | of pursuing ‘a 
course’ in) aécordahce. owith>: that! adviee .and’ éxample,» and 
which we firnily believe. was required at dur hands, we have 
been reduced tothe necessity, of) taking a -stepoof: atovery 
important; nature, and which, perhaps: may ‘seem)utijustifi- 
able, to those who ‘are not!/fully: acquainted with ‘thes errcnm 
stancéss; We wisho it)to be  distanctly ;understood) thatuwe 
were, under the strongest obligation, either itoscomply with thé 
direction: of , the! ruling part: of  bOc ciety, by ~withdrawings.our — 
éo-operation from) ‘the “Anti-Slavery: cause, sand: thus bring 
tlie chtire: Weight°of Friends.:in this country ‘to bear; upon 
that cause’ with all’ its! crushing’: aniinence, or to: withdraw 
from thé eonnéetion,» and exwhial a society cof) Anti-Slavery 
Friends,, Whilé the:action of the Yearly: Meeting: went no 
further than ‘advice; «we: did: not! consider: ourselves “absolutely 
bound «to! dor pies but when this advice }ecame::to.’ be: -en- 
fordedoas’a positive (rule, and, all, who: were active>in the 
cause, or who dould;netoumite vin’ the proseriptive.’ measures, 
were treated as offenders, and thei names icast: out: as-ievil, 
not! ‘only in? the “Yearly \Meéting, but down to the subordi- 
nate branches, we felt bound to submit, or secede. Indeed 
we were alread} y cut off from so Ree beige of society. 
attend of the: leaders ‘of the “Op pGMEON feed blk urged 
us to’ avseparation.| (Asvwé could not, for conscience sake, 
desert the. cause ofi‘thedslave, we chose to organize a Society 
of Friends upon its true principles, and in practice ie 
the advice and, imitating. the,example of. English Eriendss-/ 
We) wish | Friends there, to ‘know  that«the arguments: ai 
hérdiito condemni..our ,Anti-Slavery ,action,, aré:! equally 
applicable to them; andicthatour,opposers by; condemning 
us do virtually condemn them. That the» -circumstances i so. 
nvvelitalkedoof, which are ;) supposed to -rendery it amproper 
fori Friends) here. to; \join Anti-Slavery: Soc ieties, } while: itids- 
quite proper) there;;are; all imaginary, except|indeed»itias 
unpopular ‘here, while it, is-popular there! Ifjourg English 
brethren should. ;by,;any means be induced to: give! ‘sebaisli 
to: theiliarbitrary, proceedings of): Indiana): 0 Yearly, Meeting, 
and) tovreftise cus the, right-hand, of fellowship;! at. will, um- 
doubtedly: do more to. impede the progress | of\,, the; present 
Anti-Slavery ‘Aitexpnize than jany, other act: whieh!) ean. be 
laecomplished by;oany other society in Christendomi.s: Thou 
knowest. inswhich .scale the jinfluence .ofodriends: generally 
in» this icquntry lies 3 and, if the weighti;of Jdondon, Yearly 
‘Meeting -be alded:tondat; pwhat,, will thesd the: ‘consequence? 
We are awaxe, that: great pains, willy be. taken , to, ¢onvinte 
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| Priends’im: Bhgland))ithat ‘Friends o:hete areicreally'» Anti- 
| Slavery, carido: that they § shave:| done! nothing yto:chinder: but 
_muchcto advance the: causeio It is)true they have from: time 
to time!tissued+ something onthe «subject «that was .good 
ine itself) ande eaduleted. to: jpaenestoy the»! feelings of : the 
_ peoplejiamenthe \scauséco But ite is):saidy:, sexample speaks 
louidér! than, precepty 1A’ soon yas ‘bathe pooplbs (who alone 
undermProvidencescaiabolish> eeerae began | to. move, «and 
| the: multifarious interests of slavery’) inspired) its: .adwocates 
_and>satellites with: indignation; astonishing as ib;imaye seem, 
| Friendsji asid bodys: joined: im? the: condemnation. ‘of ithat very 
_ workiwhiech«shad) beeno produced, perhaps, manly. by. their 
_ownedaborsios It: willbe: efor: severi)ivain »:ande» fruitless) tor 
| Priends:'to speak against slavery,:and, to; put on, aman. ocea+ 
sionaliaddress tothe public,:the appearances of «a zeab that 
would seem:to0 move: heayencand: earth in) behalf of) the:osuf- 
_ fering slave, and then turn round sand condemn: the - efforts 
_ of valk: «whov do mot profess to wait for: Divine: :direetion | in 
theséo important matters’: Orioin otherowords, « ‘because 
they follow not with :us.? o:It!ois» utterly ofutile «for. Friends 
to profess great love-for, age Slavery..prineiples, and then 
shut their houses against *the ‘advocates: of those principles, 
| andshunothem as ‘they ‘would othe: ‘advocates dof | infidelity. 

It is. 'a notorious fact, ‘that :the leaders .of, the Society gene- 

tally, and all those who unite with, the . proceedings of. the 
_ body,.as scrupulously avoid an) Anti-Slavery meeting: as they 
_would:the. theatre or ithe «ball-room.,.:.'Lhcir comparative 

estimate of ianeoAnti-Slavery; advocate anda slaveholder, 
may) be: 'seenjin ithe attention paid: to the! excellent Charles 
_ ©. Burleigh andito Henry Clay... In: shortsdtois aovell known 
fact;: that: the: influence of .the-:Society of: Friends) in» this 
country is almost universally: understood’ :to: be »opposed - to 
the» Anti-Slavery: enterprizeo-oKiven: the) advocates of perpe- 
tual) slavery eulogize them.o; And we:havée no doubt’) buts the 
love of: popularity, jor place andoanfluence,” lis thé» ideading 
cause of the action:of the Society: against abolition. 

In order to. retains of place) andovdinfluence”:;| with » the 
slaveholder, we must aioe him,—and in.oorder:to. please 
him, wey must jrefrair (from identifying ourselves with 
the abolitionists,’ ‘whom’ he hates. It is precisely the 
same argument that was used by Winans in the Me- 
thodist General Conference in 1836, in favor of the 
holding of slaves by Methodist ministers, in order to 
“retain place and influence” with slaveholders, and to get 
an opportunity to preach to them. He said it was neces- 
sary for the preacher to hold slaves, that he might be free 
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from. all suspicion of the taint of abolitions’ In’ addition -té 
all this, we are'persuaded that there:is a great deal of radical 
unsoundness on this’ subject among: the heads of society. 
Colonization ‘is'a darling scheme with' some in. the: fore- 
most ranks; whileoothers ‘do’ not seem. prepared to admit 
the slaves’ to immediate and ‘unconditional . emancipation: 
An individual, appointed by the Yearly Meeting to fill the 
place. of one of: those ( declared - disqualified, has, since his 
appointment, declared that)':he did» not )believe ‘the slaves 
were prepared for freedom,—if they get: a. little — liberty, 
they want all;—-slavery:ought to be abolished, but: it. should 
be gradual.y .\Very many in the foremost ranks are decidedly 
opposed to assisting ‘fugitive’ slaves; and the committee: on 
the concerns of the; people of color, in. one quarterly meet- 
ing, came to the»judgment that. they; would not assist in 
educating the children of) a colored ge because | ther 
parents -were fugitives from slavery. 

If the Anti-Slavery cause were personified, well might it 
say, “save me from my friends, and I will take: care a ay 
enemies ;” or, in the language of the poet :— ) 

‘* An‘open foe may prove a curse, ior 
But a pretended friend is worse.” ~ + rhe 

The selfish and exclusive principle which has. so lament- 
ably: overspread | the -Society in| this country, forbidding 
Friends to co-operate with others in works of general 
charity and benevolence, and. the amelioration of the condi- 
tion of suffering ‘humanity, is, in sour estimation, strong evi- 
dence of a departure from) the pure principles: of Quakerism; 
for it has ‘always been the case, that as corruption has’ crept 
in, the church became more exclusive, and assumed amore 
exalted ‘tone of. self-righteousness, and was more | and ° I 
inclined ‘to confine all good within its-own pale. + 

The withdrawal: of this .co-operation:» must landoubtedip 
have a deleterious influence on the. question of reformation, 
in regard to the great doctrine of: the peaceable. nature /of 
Christ’s kingdom, ‘and the removal: of. other heathenish Ta 
tices that have overspread Christendom. 

‘With due respect, we are sincerely. thy friends, 

BENJAMIN: STANTON; is! 
H. H. WAY, 
DANIEL PUCKETT, 
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Biscco doo) DECLARATION. 


We feel ourselves ¢alled upon by the circumstances in’ which 
weare placed, in justice to ourselves, to the Society of Friends 
jhroughout the world, to the cause of truth and righteousness in 
the earth, and by a just regard to the feelings of the community 
at large, to make a public declaration of the causes by which we 
have been driven into our present position. It is reasonable to 
expect'that the public should be desirous of information on this 
subject; and we believe it right that we should’ make them 
acquainted with the circumstances which have reduced us to 
the necessity of separating from those with whom we have for- 
merly been in connection, and to organize ourselves: into a 
Society of Friends, upon the true principles of that society, in 
which we may enjoy those religious privileges‘ and benefits 
which we highly prize, and of which we have been arbitrarily 
and unhappily deprived by the proscriptive measures of the 
ruling part of the Yearly Meeting. 

Before we proceed to the statement of the causes of separa: 
tion, it will be proper to declare that we have not ‘separated 
from the principles of the Society, nor from its testimonies and 
discipline, but from that body of members who have departed 
from our testimony against slavery, and froma due respect to 
the discipline. We wish rt distinctly understood, that we hace 
adopted no new doctrine, nor any new system of church govern- 
‘ment; that we claim to be, in the strictest sense of the word, @ 
Society of Friends, with no other nominal distinction in the 
title which we have adopted, than that which is necessary to 
distinguish us from those from whom we have separated, and to 
expréss our adherence to our well known testimony against 
slavery: > | 
Although it is a humiliating consideration, yet by a reference 
‘to the history of the: past, we find that there is a universal 
Hiability in all associations, both civil and religious, to deteriora- 
‘tion and corruption. Even the first Christian church organi- 
zation, the purest the world ever witnessed, departing little by 
little from the truth as it is in Jesus, finally arrived at such a 
‘state of depravity, as to advocate or connive at all kinds of 
-wickedness—at the very works of the devil himself, which the 
great author of the religion it professed came into the world 
to destroy. " 

By yielding to the convictions of truth upon their under- 
standings, the primitive Friends were not only enabled to discover 
| many of the corruptions which had gradually found their way 
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into Christendom, but were alsoinduced to bear a faithful testi 
mony against them. They separated themselves from thos 
religious communities with which’ they were formerly connected 
and in order that they might have an opportunity to strengthe: 
and; encourage, one another, in, the support,of their.religiou 
principles, and, tastimanisn, saa formed ‘thempely os: snl « Ds dis 
tinct.religious. society ;, w odd duodevotdl 

jAnd although they; seem, to hagas taken, the: greatest) precau 
ane in! order. to prevent.a recurrence of, similar corruptions, ant 
abuses inthe church, as;appears.by their various, dupidisdgelara, 
tions of sentiment, theiz, powerful reasoning) im, support; of thei 












principles and) doctrines,;and their forcible: and, scriptural. defi 
nition of.the power,and authority, of the,church ;;as well;as, thy 
duty and obligation resting, upon, its’ individual members relatiy, 
thereto,,showing that, without: the aid,.and assistance ; of. ‘thy 
power. and spirit of God leading, thereto, no decision yer. decre: 
of the, chureh-is. available, and) that, it is the. duty, of. each: indi 
vidual) member: to, assent to; the» judgment, of, truth,,.whethe, 
pronounced . by;,few;or;many, independent, of, any, worldly HO 
selfish consideration ;—yet facts and circumstances, connecter 
with, the society,in this}country, atthe present.time, sorrowfull: 
demonstrate, the, inefliciency; of allthis, good, as.,it /is,in itself) 
without, a frequent and; effectual reeurrence .to first principles 
without,that. deep and, heartfelt congern to, ascertain the | truth 
and.to perform that,which, duty, requires at,our hands, .-which,i 
the only conservative. exercise calculated.to. prevent: the, influy 
of that natural depravity,;,.as we, before observed, to, whncht al 
such, institutions are liable. « + Nee see 

As ithe Society of Friends, was first gather ed, and that, anos! 
emphatically under, the influence of this concern and exercise, si 
by the descending of the same, mantle upon, their successors, iti wai 
enabled to.see the entire sinfulness,of, various ,practices,. whiel 
in its infancy escaped attention; such as buying, selling, anc 
holding, slaves, the use of intoxicating drinks, &c. and.so; lon: 
as-it asa body continued in this situation, . there was:-4 seradua. 
approximation, to perfection in its, testimonies, ,, Through, the 
unremitted labours jof: Woolman,, Benezet, and. kindred, ‘Spixite 
Friends of the Yearly. Meeting. of Philadelphia... cleared them 
selves from/holdine, slaves, from, whence the; concern spread; t 
the Dbligir yearly méetings on the. continent,. with the,sanie, happ) 
résult. [A bout. .this! i teme, James Pemberions. Ww, arner, Mittin 
and » ameahey other, frrends..emiment for, ther, piel. ty and :. virtue 
apprehending that much advantage to the cause of the-oppresse 
Ajincans: might.be derveed from ‘duly, entisting, all classes of th 
community) vn their behalf, engaged. an ithe formation of axsucia. 
tions fon thits purpose, wrihin the imits.of, sevanal of, the. reat 
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feetings;and the most yratif ying? consequences were thesresult. 
, nider the influence’ of ‘thes sdvieties, feelings of friendship: and 
 mimisenation for this oppressed aid devply injured» people 
Nereased and spread’ through the country, until pwdlic sentiz 
Neate became: so changed as to’ ‘abolish slaeer: yy by lew in seven 
Me the original states of this confederacy. But afters much: good 
' ad been effected through: the'agency of these: sinstichitioney: a 
|) Sohail of'adverse cireumstances conspired 'to-change: the 
‘urrent ofifeelingvo Phe hand0of cruel avarice’ became “fresh 
Lervedito its unholy: e@rasp by the prospect. of extensive gain, 
‘frough the facilities offered by the invention’ of: the! cotton gin. 
hihiis 7 prospectiand desire! of gain’ was not confined oto those! im+ 
acdiately engaged: in‘holding slaves; but extended with lamen+ 
"able effect to:many of! those invthe'free states inclined to enter 
nto mercantile’ ormanufacturing opérations. °Dhis -classvin- 
‘lauded! a* number" ofthe omost/ wealthy and influential inithe 
Society of Friendsj‘in the Middle‘andi Eastern States: andi the 
‘yatural and consequent intercourse between them’ andthe Slave- 
holders of the: South) hada direct tendency to leaven them into 
i same: ae st la aR OORT siniste ‘Lhis? eir- 


ti, 





a 





irate bbliesielé has bean owing;‘to a wenchber able extent, to seis influence 
nnd agency of this ‘class.in the)! Seskeun States, that, the opponenis | of the 
A Anti-Slav ery, cause at, pnesent among St. us, have succeeded in so completely 
. hanging the ‘character of .the proceedings of our Yearly Meeting. It has 
Iso been’ through their representation, or misrepresentation, that some ‘of 
dur transatlantic brethren have been induced ‘to join them it opposition to 
) They have, persuaded, them that-.a difference of | circumstinees exists 
between England and America, and such.as to render, it altogether improper 
to engage in an. enterprise in the latter, which it would be right to approve 
and promote in the former. ‘This difference, howev er, Althodeh repeatedly 
asked for, and recently attempted to be ‘given, has neyei been exhibited to 
us.) On the ‘contrary, ‘their objections:to Friendsij joining with others, ‘are 
snk as all must,see, upon. moderate reflection, are equally applicable, to the 
Society. on both sides of the Atlantie.— Note to. Declaration. 
: S$ an‘amusing illustration of thelight in whiely Anti- Slavery. ex értibns 
are viewed in some parts of the United States by Friends, I will yelate the 
followihg anecdote: In’ Eleventh month; 1842) while’ on an’ ‘Antit Slavery 
visit, tothe Stateof Massachusetts, I happened to;be in\the town:of | Lynn, 
about. seven miles from Boston, where there is alarge meeting of Friends,, On 
Seventh | da evening, T convened a number of Friends for. the purpose of 
olding ‘a “Anti-Slavery meeting,—the special object of which was to 
ascertain the nature of our duties’ Zand responsibilities to’ the cause.’ The 
Friends’ meeting house being positively refused, Iwas. obliged with about 
150 indiyiduals.to conyene in the meeting house ofa sect called ‘‘ Christians,” 
which, Anti-Slavery Friends hired for. that: puppose.,, At this meeting,,.an 
dividual, (not. a member of the Society) who, chappened to. be present, stood 
at the. close, and Si ud, “Tf this be what you call a moral suasion meeting, 
nothing but, goo “can row out of such meetings,. and Heaven will bless 
efforts.” On fhe; following day, (Kirst day) 6th, of Eleventh month, in 
e afternoon mecting at Friends’ meeting-house, Amy Breed, afemale,Priend, 
stood up and made the following remar si which turned the’eyes of the con- 
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cumstance taken. in connection with that of the formation an} 
active. operation of the Colonization Society, instituted mainl} 
by slave-holders, and purposely for the.removal of the “fre}! 
people of colour” from the country, and: in. order that none. ¢’ 
the despised class might enjoy liberty among us, almost, seale 
the fate of genuine Anti-Slavery feeling in the Society. Th | 
associations instituted for the purpose of creating this feelin} 
were sufféred to go down, and the energies and resources of th} 
people .were. prostituted to that of sending out of the countr} 
those who already enjoyed personal freedom, instead of bein; 
applied to the alleviation of the distresses of the bondman. Jj) 
short, the cold. hand of apathy and the. still. more: witherin} 
influence of an inveterate prejudice spread; almost a universa 
gloom around the cause of African freedom. ‘There were still 
however, those in different parts ofthe country who bore 
decided testimony against the spirit of the times. In 1832, 4 
resuscitation of the Anti-Slavery cause commenced in vone © 
the. Eastern States. ! aon hae Lee 

But the appearance of animation being but small at first, bu 
little apprehension of its becoming an efficient organization wai 
entertained by many of its enemies until some time afterwards 
And although no Anti-Slavery: Society existed within the limit 
of this Yearly Meeting until several years subsequent’ to’ the 
above date, yet there were a number of those among us whi 
bore testimony against the spirit to which we have referred 
This number holding an influence to some extent in the society, 
the Yearly Meeting in 1836 issued the following advice relative 
to the subject under consideration :— . Beis 

“We feel ourselves called upon at the present time, affection- 
ately and tenderly to caution all our dear friends to take nc 
part in, nor render any aid to any political association on the 
subject of African slavery, which is or may be founded on prin- 
ciples either directly or indirectly having a tendency to promote 
the unrighteous work of expatriation, it being our settled con- 
viction that. this. work, as a condition to the slaves being libera- 
ved,' is unjust and oppressive.” | Advices similar*to this were 
issued at different’ successive periods, and much care taken’ te 
speak in an encouraging manner in regard to those engaged it 
the present Anti-Slavery enterprise ;—“ and Friends affection: 


es 


: 


gregation upon me :—‘ My sheep know my voice and they follow me, but : 
“stranger they will not follow. My mind has been impressed ever since ” 
“‘took my seat this evening, that there are wolves in sheep's clothing, whi 
“‘ devour widow’s houses and for a pretence make long prayers, that they ma; 
*“be seen of men. ‘My feelings have been impressed since I have beet 
‘sitting amongst us, that there are wolves, or a wolf, amongst us, of whon 
“it is necessary to be aware.”—J. C. F. rian ele ei 
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uely advised to beso alive'to our testimony against slavery, as 
neither through prejudice or otherwise to cast ‘any discourage- 
ment in the way of those who are faithfully labouring to pro- 
mote universal emancipation, whether such labourers be found 
within or without. the pale of society,” but to “endeavour to 
spread the concern, and enlighten the minds of ‘the people, by 
ziving circulation to such publications as are calculated to ad- 
vance the cause of immediate emancipation on Christian prin- 
siples:” - Legis ae 

“¢ And a concern: has been felt to arise that Friends generally 
may be stirred up to renewed diligence in faithfully maintaining 
our testimony against slavery ; not shrinking therefrom on 
account of opposition; or the fear of persecution ; but that we 
may individually be willing, in true simplicity, to inquire whe- 
ther there is not something for us to do for this suffering portion 
of our fellow-creatures. We do not wish any to engage in active 
measures on any other ground than a sense of duty, and in 
accordance with our well-known principles; yet we would encou- 
rage all to a close examination as to what is required at their 
hands, and how they may employ the talents committed to them 
for noble purposes, in the advancement of the blessed work of 
universal emancipation, by meekly yet boldly, either publicly 
or privately, pleading the cause of the oppressed.” At the same 
time, however, some recommendations to consider whether the 
time had not come in which it would be most safe for members 
of our religious society to abstain from mixing with others in 
benevolent associations, &c. were contained in the minutes of 
the meeting ; and were no doubt: the sentiments of some who 
were the real friends of immediate emancipation, and weightily 
considered by others of this class, who, like Pemberton and: his 
worthy coadjutors in the cause, had joined with others in the 
formation of Anti-slavery Societies... But as they had become 
convinced of the necessity of “ endeavouring to spread the con- 
cern, and enlighten the minds of the people,” and as they could 
not discover any plan which would so effectually facilitate the 
accomplishment) of this. desirable object, they could not, for 
conscience sake, abandon those societies which they had been 
instrumental in gathering, the good effects of which had now 
become obvious, and thus cause the interest which had been 
excited in behalf of their suffering brethren and sisters in bonds, 
to languish or totally disappear: and seeing the work in which 
they were engaged was so highly spoken’of by the meeting, and | 
that the advice on this head was given on account of a fear that 
some of our principles:might be compromised, and not in conse- 
quence of the actual existence of anything! of the kind ; they 
therefore continued actively: engaged as before, confidently 
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believing that preservation would be experienced in ‘the per- 
formance ‘of so necessary a work, although it mighe toe: them 
at times somewhat more exposed. 

Here it is worthy of remark, that ever, since the issuing! sof the 
advices repudiating the Colonization scheme, there were some 
of our prominent members open advocates of that. institution, 
who appeated'to have been ‘fired with indignation at the expres- 
sion of such sentiments, evidently enter taining: a settled purpose 
to prostrate the Anti-slavery cause and its adv ocates in the Society, 
if ever a favourable: opportunity should present. ‘cAnd now; as 
this cause progressed, the main: body of its’ enemies, who had 
heretofore entertained: but dittle apprehension of its:success, and 
who’ had remained:apparently ‘in ‘almost ai statevof indifference 
in. regard |to the. subject; through the:alarm taken andi! perros 
nicated by those of: kindred ‘spirits inthe Hastern States, a 
by discovering the project-so gratifying to their prejudices ithe 
Colonization ‘seheme) to sink in public estimation; im conse+ 
quence of. the ,Anti-slayery movement, together, ithrough) the 
instrumentality of the individuals above referred ‘to, suddenly 
became aroused to crete and inspired with a determination to 
arrest its onward course. Hence no time was lostat this favour- 
able moment in taking oceasion, fromthe cireumstances in which 
we were placed. by the advices referred to, to ery out, {4 insub- 

ordination,” “want of proper subordination to: the eanlidnitat ot 
the church,” &e.. Advice in regard to’ joining: with others from 
year. to year grew: more and more positive, gradually) however 
becoming divested | of | the mask, under» which it -was/at first 
covered, and approximating as |time:advanced, and as the. A nti+ 
slavery cause prospered,:to) the! full development jot :that Pyro- 
slavery spirit which has so sorrowfully found its wayomto- the, 
bosom of. society, ,and: which: the following’ exhibitiom of facts 
and. circumstances: will serve more fullyto “jlastrates Jolissveet 
idt should, be recollected that the advice of which we bosaae bee 
Eabasticrety was originally. intended |bythel ifriends'‘of the: Anti 
slavery) cause to refer to all benevolent societies without disiang 
tion. . In) 1840, inithe renewal: of; the advice) itiwas: applied+ 
twojonlyi—* Abolition and Colonization Sociéties”—the latter 
which, as before brought-to view, had been specitilly:condemned 
as being unjustand oppressive in its naturé and tendencies, van 
hence it: was artfully, chained to thé! former) im order, if :possib! 
to: sinkyithe character ‘of the Abolition Societies to dtideast’ an 
equal depth, vil thei an. open nianifestation of:special chostility 
thereto.) Aovie 2 auli no sotvhe saddam) 

»In- 1841, the ophetaeay becoming cmore) leiniietdeaea) dite was 
again: repeated, and. confined to» Anti: slavery Societies altoge- 
ther andeven the use of our meéting» houses:iwas) refuseds to 
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sh societies for their accommodation i in the transaction of their 
'/siness. | 
‘| At our’ ‘last Yearly Meeting, in addition to 1: not only Weds 
10 Had joied in these associations, but also‘such as had ‘not, 
F ‘yet could not, for conscience Bead denounce others therefor, 
wre, by special act of the meeting, deprived of any privilege 
regard’ ‘to the’ transaction of any of its important’ business 5 
d subordinate meetings were ‘advised to pursue the same course 
conduct down to! tae most remote and inferior branches ‘and 
at ostensibly on account of ‘their being opposed to the advice 
d travail of ‘the ‘body, while, at the same time, some who were 
é most forward in’ endéavouring to enforce submission to’ this 
vice, were of those who were activ ely engaged in mixed asso- 
ations of a differént character, and in supporting, both directly 
id indirectly, ‘the Coot zatidH© scheme,’ which,’ as’ ‘we ‘have 
ready shown, the Yearly Meeting 'not only advised against, but 
Helared' to be un just and ‘oppressive. In addition to’ HRS, it is 
dtorious’ that many ‘ofthe same class have for sevéral “years 
ist stood 3 in open opposition to the advices of the meeting on 
jher important subjects. 
It maybe proper here to’state; tliat in order'to avoid going 
ontrary to ‘the advice’ of ‘the meeting by mixing with others, 
jad at the same'time be engaged in spreading the concern, |‘ &¢. 
ipreeably to the requisition of the body, several associations were 
ornied ‘in different ‘parts, composed’ of Friends only, for! that 
tirpose. But, to our astonishment, ‘as: soon as’ we had’ taken 
‘iis ‘course, leading ineiibers ‘of Society, active opponents ‘to 
iixed associations, ’ “declared this to be more objectionable ‘than 
he other. “Tt was’ ‘said that in’ Society, in ine étings opie ae 
tere the places! to labour in ‘this ‘eause. 
ODhis) wer readily" admit ‘to ‘bé correct; so hd as Tatts toa 
Mermation 3 in society only. But recently, when this hasbeen 
fttended"t6,‘and thé state of Society represented to the’ Yearly 
Meeting, ‘althoueh bound by ‘discipline and all previous’ usage, 
Pg well us thé very naturejand design of the reeulation, to! notice 
he? deficiencies ‘reported, labdurinte for their réethov al; and ‘to 
orm the’ summary ‘answers to the queries, of the’ materials 
eeeived from the Quarters; and notwithstanding ‘several of these 
‘ported considerable deficiency in’ regard’ to “otir- testimony 
i@ainst slavery, yet the ‘meeting , vinlependuatlys and without 
iny regard thereto, most extraordina ily'said that oN iends bear 
v festimony: agai nist: slavery, a8 far as appears.” | 
According toour discipline rélative to this’ subject, which had 
is'origin ainder thé infltieriee of that feeling which instituted the 
ist “Anti-slavery organization; not only were'members prohibited 
“holding or' hiring’ isla se and advised to avoid becoming 
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executors or administrators to estates where slayes are bequeath 
but also recommended not to be accessary to any step where 
their bondage might be prolonged ; thus evidently | opening 
door ‘for, and inviting the exercise, of, a tender. conscience 
regard to. any course of conduct, whatever, whieh we mig 
become. convinced would have this effect., The African Col 
mittee, itis known, were appointed to have the care of the co 
vernes ofthe people of colour: amongst us, on account of + 
disabilities. under which they labour, and their HAD BEY to, 

kidnapped and carried into slavery. i 
.. Being aware, upon reflection, that the consumption af t 
pr oceeds of slavery was the very thing which had reduced, th 
people to a situation demanding the appointment of such a cor 
mittee, many Friends, members of this committee, deemed 
important, in order to.carry out its object, as well as the spi 
and design of the. discipline above cited, that Friends. shou 
endeavour to avoid the use of such articles. Accordingly, oO} 
branch of the committee .forwarded a report. to its gener 
meeting, treating the subject at some length, showing the impr: 
priety and inconsistency of Friends sustaining a market for suc 
productions. But when it. was: read, in that body, it w 
spurned, it was rejected with manifest bitterness and contemy 
and the subject prohibited being introduced again into the cor 
mittee, upon the allegation that it was foreign to its objec 
Supposing that the subject’ demanded a-serious examination, - 
least in some department of Society, one of the quarterly meetin; 
in its report forwarded a proposition or request to our la 
meeting, to take into consideration whether the use of suc 
pr oducts was not a support to Slavery and the Slave Trade, ar 
whether they were not essentially prize goods; but when it can 
before that body, it refused to take any ACbION, whatever apes u 
subject. 

Near the commencement of our iN Yearly Meeting, aru 
was adopted, that no person who stood in opposition to the. advic 
and travail of the body should be appointed on any importa 
business in, the meeting; but it was evidently intended) to | 
applied exclusively to Broke favorable to the Anti-Slavery ente 
prise; for the next day, when an important committee was tok 
appointed,.a Friend was named who had recently contribute 
in,a pecuniary point of view to the support of the Colonizatic 
Society, which being known to some of our friends, the circun 
stance was referred to, in a manner showing the inconsistency « 
confirming such a nomination, with the rule adopted, seeing h 
conduct was not only altogether contrary to the advice ofa fo: 
mer meeting, but also, unlike that of Anti-Slavery Friends, « 
such a character as to encourage that which had been declare 
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reby to be “unjust and oppressive.” But the nomination was 
mptly sustained by those who still retain their place and 
uence; they wished the Friend to serve the meeting as pro- 
ed. It was then publicly observed, that if; with the informa-- 
1 received, the meeting should persevere in the course ‘it 
med to be taking, it must be taken for granted that its former 
ice against aiding the Colonization scheme was now rescinded 5 
ul of which the meeting deigned not to reply, but immedi- 
ly progressed onward with its business. | | 
denry Clay, the great champion of the proslavery Whig party, 
| intended candidate for the ensuing Presidency of the 
ited States—the President of the American Colonization 
siety—the slave holder and duelist, whilst on an ‘electioneer~ 
‘tour to the state of Indiana; attended:a public ‘meeting at 
shmond, in the time of Yearly Meeting, word being given 
; that it was his intention to‘attend the public meeting of 
iends on first day. His meeting was held on the day imme- 
tely preceding this, at which time a petition was presented 
him, with near two thousand signatures appended, requesting 
n to give liberty to those of his fellow beings whom he had 
ig deprived of their just and inalienable rights. In the course 
‘his reply to this request, he said, “Town about ‘fifty slaves. 
‘onsider them as my property. We have an idea that what- 
er the law secures as property is property.’ He owned that 
very was anevil, “but,” said he, “the slaves must be prepared 
"freedom before they can receive that great boon; they must 
ve moral: cultivation. The Society of Mriends take the right 
md im relation to this subject,” &c. After this, a few Friends, 
behalf of those who desired to “ retain their place and influ- 
ce,” took an opportunity to inform him that ‘the Society had 
hand in getting up this petition—they had no-unity with tts 
esentation—it was the work of a few abolitionists,” or words 
this effect. The clerk of the Meeting, on first-day. morning, 
ik him in his carriage to meeting, Friends taking care to seat 
m in one of the most conspicuous places in the house. After 
a close of -the meeting, men and women, ministers and elders, 
thered round him im the ministers gallery, giving the strongest 
idence by their introductions and salutations of the ‘high 
timation in which they held him; he in return taking care to 
turn the compliment with all the etiquette for which he is 
meds: .. Om. rane i 
In order properly to estimate the whole of|this transaction, it . 
ould be remembered that Henry Clay was only a private man. 
rue he was an office seeker, but not an office holder. We were 
ider no obligation to him as a ruler. Impartial justice, there- 
re; would -have required just such'treatment toward him, when 
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coming into,our assemblies, as we would mete out to ther 
man in vile,raiment” with the same grade of moral characte. 
otherwise “we are partial in ourselves and become judges of e)} 
thoughts, and are convinced. of the lawi as) transyressorsl “ ™ 
see the contrasts! 
At the time of Yearly Meeting in 1841, Gharles C ‘Butielh 
an eminent philanthropist from the East, came to Richmond 4 
a mission jto!plead the; cause of equal cand impartial justice >| 
plead the cause of millions of our innocent: suffering brethny 
and sisters/in bonds, who are not permitted to plead for ther) 
selves.. But this man was treated. with indignity—with uth, 
contempt. He wished to hold meetings in and about Richmo); 
—Friends, closed, their meeting- -house doors against him, 
doors of the public houses in town were closed also, and:he w, 
mobbed in the open. street whilst addressing the peoples He 
a man of irreproachable character. atthe | 
Thus it is,evident, so far as an extensive tissue a cde al 
circumstances can éstablish, and so far as the fruit of a tree ci 
manifest. its character,, that the influence by which the Year! 
Meeting is now governed is pro-slavery, and that unsoundne 
hes at the bottom of the opposition with which we haye) ber 
assailed. Various, however, are the grounds of this oppositi: 
with different individuals, and much too complicated to be ft 
described. in. our limits. But that which we doubt not is oce 
pied by. the greater, number, is plainly alluded to inthe followin 
extract from the Epistle of ‘Advice of 1841:—-“ Thus maintaini 
our peaceable and. christian principles in. unbroken harmony, 4 
shall, we believe, be enabled, as way opens, more availing to ple: 
the cause of this much injured race of our fellow-men, and reta 
the place and influence which, as a Society, we have heretofore hi 
with the rulers of the land.” 
\, The rulers of our land, being anek as have been Coan by 
pro-slavery community, are consequently opposed to the Ant 
Slavery, cause... They hate it—they despise it. Hence it 
rightly judged.impossible. to retain.a place and influence wi 
such men, , and hold. any connexion therewith: it is indeed t 
unpopular. Ou 
This leads us to notice some of “ins cireumstances said to ex 
in England, and not in America, which renders it right to jo 
with others inthe promotion of the Anti-Slavery cause in th 
country, whilst in this an opposite course is, necessary. Inord 
to carry out the proscriptive and. disfranchising measures. 
which we have referred, a large committee was appointed in 1) 
Yearly Meeting, and one in the select body, to attend subore¢ 
nate meetings. ‘These have made considerable progress in t 
work. In one of the Quarterly Meetings, in their labours” 












Declaration of the New Yearly Meeting. 25 


rove a difference of circumstances between the two countries, 
J was observed that in “ England it was the wealthy.and influ- 
ntial part of the community, with which Friends associated ; 
he reverse of what was in practice in this country.” And again, 
that it was those’in the foremost ranks of society amongst 
Mriends who engaged in the work there,” and consequently that 
b was the opposite class who had undertaken it here. Tn all 
his, do we not clearly see that the cross has become a stumbling 
flock? Wealth and'infiuence, or it other words, power, makes 
ight.’ The ‘full’ developement of this’ principle, truly is that 
ipon which the whole’ system of “American ‘Slavery ‘stands. 
What has become of the self-denying example and the uncom- 
womising zeal of a Fox, a Barclay, a Penn, or of the whole band 
f pioneers in the reformation they commenced, with these their 
lighly professing’ successors, in a reform of no less importance to 
he welfare of the human family ? : 

Ts ‘it thus by yielding to the prejudice, or accommodating our- 
selves ‘to the corrupt views and sentiments of those-around us, 
br by conniving at their unhallowed deeds, that we should seek 
to promote the é¢ause of truth and righteousnéss in the earth? 
In an interview which’ some’of us had with this committee, one 
who stands about at the ‘head of the opposition observed, that 
“the Anti-Slavery ‘Societies were almost universally hated, 
especially in the South ;'and that if Friends should connect them- 
selves therewith, ministers of our society could have no influence 
With the Slave-holders, nor even travel safely among them. In 
the‘exercise of his gift, if he should feel it his duty to go to the 
South ona gospel’mission, he wished to be so situated as to have 
some influence, and be in no danger of molestation whilst there.” 
This objection is a very common one, and it’ seems to be 
deemed proof positive that it is well grounded, when ‘they can 
refer to the friendly reception of. a visit from those who ‘are 
opposed to these societies, evidently being unmindful of or dis- 
regarding the Scripture declaration: “woe unto you when all 
mén shall speak well of you, for so’ did their fathers to the false 
prophets.” » * 

In accordance with the sweeping system of virtual disown- 
ment to which we have referred, eight members of the Meeting 
for Sufferines were reported to the Yearly Meeting as unfit for 
the station, under the vague charge of ‘disqualification. And 
the committee continued to make further report, if other obnox- 
jous members should ‘be found. ‘It should constantly be borne 
in mind, that the professed catise ‘of the adoption of these pro- 
Scriptive measures, was that of some Friends going contrary to 
the advice and travail of the body; and surely a disregard of 
the general code of discipline should not be considered of less 















26° Declaration of the New Yearly Meeting. 


importance. That discipline authorizes the Meeting for Suffer- 
ings to suggest the removal of members of that body, only. in 
consequence of their declining or greatly neglecting the attend- 
ance of said Meeting; and as the members alluded to were 
among the most regular attendants thereof, we cannot but:regar d. 
these “proceedings as altogether. arbitrary ; for admitting. the 
Yearly Meeting to have the power to make or change discipline | 
at. pleasure, (as was observed) yet nothing of the kind has, ever} 
been done, without making such a special object of consider ation.| 
And besides this, it should be remembered that/the Meeting for! 
Sufferings is a subordinate meeting, but yet it reported. those 
members as disqualified, contrary to the plain letter of the disci 
pline, and was sustained therein by the Yearly Meeting. ©, 
When this subject came before the meeting, one of those thas, 
presented, made request in their behalf in an hagiile and. feeling 
manner, that the minute should state the cause of their disqua- 
lification,—it. was their. due,—justice, demanded it. But this’ 
request, although reasonable as. it was, was. refused to be granted 
by the ruling party. ‘Thus they were publicly charged with 
that which merited ejection from that body, and yet deprived 
of knowing in what it consisted, .as.to any official information, 
But to return to our narrative respecting the. Yearly Meeting’s 
committee, and that from the select body: the work assigned. 
them is now under TAD progress. Ministers and elders who do 
not abandon the anti-slavery societies, or turn their hand agaist 
such as do not, or in other eords, unite with the “ advice and 
travail of the ‘Body 'y,” are, by special direction, to be removed from 
thew stations. Agreeably to the, course adopted and most stre- 
nuously adhered to by the yearly, meeting, these committees haye. 
endeavored to prohibit any examination of the subject, except 
on their own side. ‘They have. invariably manifested a disposis 
tion in meetings, not to hear the, reasons we would. advance in 
our behalf. Jn short, like the poor victims for which wwe , plead, 
we are not permitted to plead for ourselves. 
When we take.into ;consideration the awful state of public 

affairs in these United States, produced through the: predomi- 

nance of ‘the slave holding principle, and when, by the visible 

signs of the times, we are warned that the period cannot be very 
distant when slavery will be abolished, either. by peaceful legis: 
lation or in the midst of violence and blood, (‘for the needy 

shall not always be forgotten: the expectation, of the poor shall 
not. perish, forever,”) and when we turn in our minds to all. the 

noble and mighty achievements. wrought through the. agency of 
Anti-Slavery Societies,,from the first “efforts of Clarkson and: his 

coadjutors to the final completion of British W est. India, eman- 

cipation, including the efforts of similar-societies in this country, 
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Pt which the’ foul “qnstitution was “abdlished! in seven of the 
riginal states, and when we’ reflect upon *the vast amount ‘of 
inti-slavery feeling at the present time in ‘the Unitedi:States, 
seated through’ these instrumentalitics, and that the State Anti- 
Slavery Society of Indiana; and its’ auxiliaries, would be much 
Weakened without our assistance, the question arises, can we 
then abandon the cause, and be ‘clear’ of ‘our brother’s blood ¢-— 
MeicdnnotOt! B2OVISeINO “TROIS bro ai bas senso avooimor 
This question ‘being decided, ‘the next is, isi ‘better for us to 
wiffer ourselves to be separately’ disowned, and ‘scattered: abroad, 
to bé' deprived of the comforts, consolations and’ preserviny 
influence of church fellowship, or to weail ourseloos: of our imdts- 
putable right ‘to’ form a réligtous society in “which we can enjoy 
these privileges? The answer to’ this inquiry;'owe apprehend 
inust be obvious to every sober ‘and’ reflecting person, who-has 
any confidence in ‘the usefulness’ of: religious! society. Conse- 
quently,’ we have deemed it our duty to adopt the latter alterna- 
tive: “Many of us ‘have for°a considerable time: labored with 
fitich ‘anxious’ solicitude ‘for the restoration or conversion ‘of 
tmhany of ‘our brethren in’ society, to soundness of judgment and 
purity of’principlo'in regard to this’subject ; and/as long as‘any 
door of hope was left unclosed, that this object could ‘be effected, 
we have been made willing to'suffer all the contumely they-have 
sé6h feet to pour’ upon ‘us: ‘but’ by” the proceedings. already 
referred to; we have ftom all appearances’ been completely ‘shut 
out from any access to’ the fédlings and ‘consciences: of a large 
nuniber of ‘our fellow members, who have ‘thereby been taught 
to look upon us as transgressors, lying under the just and/merited 
censure of the sdéiety, and'of course unworthy of their confidence 
land fellowship. “And ‘now. taking into consideration the natural 
and legitimate” consequences to‘ the bleeding ‘bondman’s cause, 
which must result from this unceasing and increasing opposition 
40 #ts°ad voeates, and’ that’ ‘by this ‘remaining in’a formal con- 
nexion (even if we could; under present circumstances), we should 
‘give countenance to ‘its unrighteous and’ anti-christian' course 3 
land also reflecting upon’ the situation in’ which'the society here 
is involved, through the prevalence of that spirit which'rejects 
that most) nééessary and salutary advice of our discipline, “ to 
“manage the affairs of society in the! spirit of meekness and wis- 
“¢ dom, with’ decency, forbearance, and love to eachother 3? which 
issues advices, and renders them equivalent to positive injunc- 
tions, without listening to, or in many instances even suffering 
the exhibition of the evidence of ‘truth against the propriety of 
their adoption, by a fair and candid examination thereof; which 
closes the ear against the claims of bleeding humanity, by refus- 
ing to look into the subject of consuming the produce of the 
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Slave's toil, and ithe, mecessary, tendency which osugh ay pragtige 
‘has: to sau taps his sufferings; which, wall)mot allosy hiberty-e) 
conscience int the perfonmanee: Of 605 ODVIOUS  H: uty, as; Hato! 2 
uniting: with our fellow. citizens, in, endgayoring to,interest, dig 
dommuitity. in;behalf of. the- bohdmans, mt which: ‘tramplgs ti 
discipline: and order of, seciety, ander: foot, in orden. tojcarry,.qut 
its\ purposés: l4ntherefore, we feel, bound (in .justice to, this 0Rt 
righteous cause, and in order to clear ourselves fr om, any-parhe 
cipation inthe evils and. guilt. which, would: be the, ‘unavoidable 
consequence of the, se. which our, remaining. Nig cownestion 
therewith would wield\against,the cause,of humanity), publicly 
to\séparaté, ourselves from, that body,.to obey, the, & oriphure 
injunctions.“ ‘Come Gut of der,imy. people,» that, ye, Den moe 
partikers: of her sins, and 'thah ye receive, not ofther. PARReS es AS) 
‘We wish not tobe aindersteod,, as denying: that; thergsis.any 
Santi Slavery: feeling: among themenibers of the Yeashnitecting 
fron which: wejliave. now senetleds , On, the contrary, we doubt 
not-but that many of them. are desirous,.to promote, immediate 
‘andainconditionalceman¢ipationy and are: only, restrained, from 
active labours ‘in -the |cause, by.-the. proscriptive measures of the 
“body”>.so called ;. measures which, haye ,begn-broyght- about 
chietly by the,agency: of-those individuals, ,who,. we, belieye,.ane 
too anxious 40:4) retain ajplace) and; influence with, the rulers, of 
the land.” rites opposers.bave argued, for, and, some whe have 
appeared to-be, strong..abolitionists, seem) to, have, adopted the 
doctriné, that. it is the duty; of members to yield, obedience, to the 
authority-of the, Yearly,,Mesting, even when its requisitions , are 
contrary)to: their own! convictions. of what,is, right, Syehj we 
conceive to ibe lh a Very precarious” situation, and. in mn danse of | 
quenching the Spirit, in, ordertoj obey,the body. .And.we.would 
recommend, to; ¢leir NOTION » considesation anexcel lent, saying. of 
(Wan. Penns so19 ci (asooay edt srort Huegotdenusn doidywy 
ésLabhor twa: principles, jn: religion; , andy pity, them, thatjown : 
them. oihes first. 13) obedience upon; authority, without gonvig- 
tion ;.and: the other, destroying them, that, differ from,.us, for 
God’s sither . Auch: a;religion is without, qudgmenth though) not 
withoutiteéth 3) anion as best, dé aight; else, (charity. 5; lovei_2t 
1) With entire constiousness of ,oun, innocence, and the,justice 
ofveun cause, wes; in humble; confidence in, the protection.of, the 
God.,of : the! kapedali submit ads cause to, himywho,judgeth 
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